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This week there were a lot of things that could have got ten me down. One
was my dish washer was n’t work ing again! Can any body re late to this?
It was n’t the drain. This time it was the drain pump. The check valved

got clogged up and the hose needed clean ing but was too long for the snake. Af -
ter I got it all done, it’s work ing again, per fectly. I went out to in spect the dishes
this morn ing and there was n’t even a crumb on top of the up side down cof fee
cup, noth ing there. Clean. Ready to go again for how ever long the ma chine de -
cides to work. 

That’s kind of like us when we come in to wor ship the Lord. We need a
good clean ing out. We’re clogged; my check valves are not work ing right. We
think about the songs we sing, they are pretty ba sic Chris tian doc trine songs,
noth ing in tel lec tual about them. Just, “God, help us to walk. How do we even do
that? We need faith; we look to You for things.” You would think that we should
be in a place where that’s “old” for us. But it is not, is it? You won der why it is n’t 
that way. It is be cause we need our “check valves” cleaned out.

Go ing through the world sys tems, we get all gooked up. In 1 Co rin thi ans
13 it says,

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I rea -
soned like a child.

Do you re mem ber Dale Rum ble’s teach ing on “Nepios”? A Nepios is a
baby. It is al most a de rog a tory term be cause it is a baby who is n’t even able to
use words yet. Scrip ture says we need to do some thing about that, to study, to
show one self  ap proved, to climb out of this child like think ing Lis ten to this in
Ephe sians 4:11-15.

11 So Christ Him self gave the apos tles, the proph ets, the evan ge lists, the
pas tors and teach ers,  . . .

On a side note, can any one here tell us what our weak ness is here at Foun -
tain? Which one do we need most, apos tles, proph ets, evan ge lists, pas tors, or
teach ers? I’ll give you a clue. I think it is the evan ge lists. Do you know who the
evan ge list is in our midst? Brad Gore! We need to look at that.

So why did God give us these as cen sion gifts for the Church?

12 . . . to equip his peo ple for works of ser vice, so that the body of Christ
may be built up 13 un til we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowl -
edge of the Son of God and be come ma ture, at tain ing to the whole mea -
sure of the full ness of Christ.
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So that’s the goal. Our goal is n’t to be come a great Nepios. Our goal is to
be come a part of the Bride of Christ. Our goal is to grow up into the im age and
char ac ter of Christ. That we should no lon ger be chil dren. And here is the con -
text of what I will be dis cuss ing to day.

14 Then we will no lon ger be in fants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by ev ery wind of teach ing . . .

Oh, did you hear what some body said on the Internet, or this teacher said
or this doc trine?

. . . and by the cun ning and craft i ness of peo ple in their de ceit ful schem -
ing.

Be aware that men can trick you. Sounds like the stuff that’s com ing out
of Wash ing ton right now. So what is our goal in be com ing a ma ture man?

15 In stead, speak ing the truth in love, . . .

There is a dearth of  truth and love in this world, ex cept for the Body of
Christ. And we are to grow up into it so that we are not just speak ing as chil dren,
only talk ing about the lat est doc trine, the lat est “tricks,” what sounds good to
our ears, but rather, what is true in the gos pel. It is n’t go ing to be out of your in -
tel lect. It is n’t nec es sar ily go ing to be out of the won der ful ness of your “rev e la -
tion.” It is just go ing to be the truth. Would n’t that be re fresh ing! Yeah. You are
go ing to grow up, no lon ger ba bies in all things.

. . . we will grow to be come in ev ery re spect the ma ture body of Him who
is the head, that is, Christ.

Is n’t that good stuff? That’s good bi ble.

Out line

We are go ing to be go ing over a scrip ture text this morn ing of which you
are all fa mil iar with, one of my dear est, John chap ter three. Be fore we get there I 
want to out line some of the things that you are go ing to see there.

1) The Gos pel of the Keys to the King dom. En ter by the Front Door of
Re pen tance. (Acts 3:28)

2) Be ing Born Again. The Power of Bap tism to break the Power of
Adam’s Sin. (Romans 6:6)

3) Be ing Led by the Spirit. Like Wind (in the Pres ence of God). (Acts
15:28) It seemed good to the Holy Spirit.

4) Christ the Cen ter. (John 6:60) Where else can we go?

5) Set Apart in the midst of this Per verse Gen er a tion. (Philippians 2:15)
So that you may be come blame less and pure, “Chil dren of God,” with out fault
in a warped and crooked Gen er a tion. Then you will shine among them like stars
in the sky.
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6) A Dif fer ent Stan dard of Con duct. Not self-fo cused, not other fo cused
but fo cused on God’s Heart, In tent and Pur poses. (1 Corinthians 13:5) Not Self
Seek ing.

7) The Fa ther will make it Hap pen! Thy Will be Done. (Hil lary Scott -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAmh3yvmzXs)

The Gos pel, the Good News.

Firstly you need to see the gos pel, the good news, that which we know as
our foun da tion, to be the keys to the King dom of God. There is no other way that 
you can get into the King dom of God ex cept through the cross, ex cept through
the door of re pen tance, ex cept for be liev ing in our Lord Je sus Christ. I don’t un -
der stand this: A lot of peo ple will re fer to the Lord as Lord, the Lord as God, the
Lord as Fa ther, all of those are good. But how of ten we of ten we just fail to men -
tion the Holy name of our Lord Je sus Christ. He is the One who saved us. He is
our Sav ior. That name may be an of fense to many but it is not an of fense to me. It 
is about time I start us ing it more. Not in a swear word but one of hope, one of
en cour age ment. “Je sus, help me.” Those who call upon the name of the Lord,
shall be saved. 

Born-Again

The second one you will need is to be born-again. This is a word we’ve
heard over and over and over again. It has so much power be cause as we are
born into this world we have ge ne al o gies of a fa ther and mother which we con -
stantly look at. But John says, “You are not born of flesh and blood, but you are
born of the Spirit.” So Jim, Brian, your dad and mom did n’t bring you into this
world, the Spirit of God did. It was n’t by the will of your fa ther and mother but it 
was the will of God who knew you even be fore you were con ceived. He knew
you when you were in the womb. Je sus knew you. Is n’t that good. Be ing
born-again is a part of our foun da tion.

Led by the Spirit

Num ber three, we need to be to tally, com pletely led by the Spirit. What
else could we be led by? Well, it could al most be any thing else that would clog
up the dish washer. But we need to be led by the Holy Spirit! The Wind of God!
In the New Tes ta ment, it says over and over again, “they were led by the Spirit.”
Acts 15:28,

28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us . . .

How many times when you make a de ci sion have you said,“Well I
thought it was a good idea when I prayed.” Or, “I went to the el ders. I shared it
at the home-group.” Rather what about, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit.”? 

It is quoted many times in the book of Acts. “It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit, the per son of Christ and the Holy Spirit. It seemed good to Him.” 
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Christ is the Cen ter

Num ber four, Christ is the cen ter, the fo cus, the an chor. I don’t know how 
else to say that. Je sus Christ and the work He did for us is our hope, noth ing else. 
I have no hope in my car. Nice car but I don’t re ally have much hope there be -
cause all of the nice cars I’ve had be fore don’t look like much now. Hah! The
best ve hi cle I ever rode was Farmall M Trac tor. It had power like you would
never be lieve and I don’t even know if it ex ists any more. It got crushed. I don’t
know. My hope is in the Lord.

Set Apart

Num ber five, and this is the one that gets us es pe cially in Amer ica, we
need to be set apart in the midst of this per verse gen er a tion, Philippians 2:15, 

15 . . . so that you may be come blame less and pure, “chil dren of God with -
out fault in a warped and crooked gen er a tion.”

Well, it’s not so bad. Yes it is! Yes it is. It is warped and crooked.

Now it does n’t mean you can not love those who are in the world. I saw on 
the Internet this week, “Love ev ery body. I’ll sort it out later.” But keep in mind,
this is a crazy world! A crazy place with crazy ideas, ones that sneak in the back
door. Like, maybe it is okay for us to fund abor tions or some thing like that. They 
say maybe that is okay. NO, not on any level. It is not. In Philippians 2:15 it says
when you keep your self blame less and pure. . .  It is your re spon si bil ity to turn
away from por nog ra phy. It is your re spon si bil ity to turn away from theft and sin
in any of its form, even bit ter ness. When you do that and it hap pens, the text
says,

. . . Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky . . .

When you do that they will see the dif fer ence. They’ll see a dim planet
that is fad ing and then they’ll see you, a shin ing star, be cause you kept your self
blame less. You turned away from sin, some thing you do by the help and grace of 
the Holy Spirit. You can not do it by your self only, but YOU make the choice,
you pur pose to keep your self holy be fore God.

Stan dard of Con duct

Now num bers six is that there is a dif fer ent stan dard of con duct for you.
Your stan dard of con duct is much dif fer ent. First of all, it is not self-fo cused.
What hap pened to me to day. What is go ing to hap pen to me to mor row. What do I 
need to do? What do I need not to do? But in the Lord, something changes in
your con duct and be hav ior be cause your thoughts now are not just fo cused on
YOU any more. What are they fo cused on then? Pri mar ily the cen ter, Je sus
Christ, King of Kings, Lord of Lords. I love the way wor ship was in tro duced
this morn ing, “Let us wor ship the King.” Thank you for call ing Him King, be -
cause He is a King! He is not only a King. He is my King. He is the one in charge, 
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not me. I am no lon ger self-fo cused. Even if I tried to be, the Holy Spirit cor rects 
me. 

Now when I was read ing in Ephe sians last time, the whole con cept of “I
can make to mor row better. I’ll do things better. It is go ing to be better when my
401K co mes in. It is go ing to better if I move to Ar i zona or Florida” changes.
The scrip ture in Ephe sians says that when you think like that it is evil. This is be -
cause we are just a va por from the point of view of the world. You are just here
for a lit tle while and phew, you are gone. You should rather say, “Lord will ing, I
will do. Lord will ing, it shall take place.” I used to think that was a lit tle old
fash ioned to speak like my mom and dad used to. I would say, “Dad, are you go -
ing to go fish ing to mor row?” He’d re spond, “Lord will ing.” I would ask my self 
why he had to say stu pid things like that. Well, he had prob a bly read Ephe sians.
Maybe not but it was a con duct or stan dard to live by. It was out there in a Chris -
tian con text.

We are not to be self-fo cused but we are to be fo cused on the heart, the in -
tent and the pur poses of God the Fa ther. 

The Fa ther’s Will be Done

Num ber seven, it is God the Fa ther’s will that shall be done. Je sus even
tells us to pray like that, does n’t He? Thy will be done here on earth just like it is
in heaven. So, that is in your life, your sur round ing com mu nity, your coun try,
the world. Thy will be done. We are go ing to have Hil lary Scott sing a coun try
song later on to us, “Thy Will be Done.”

John Chap ter Three

Typ i cal of the way the en emy works and the way we work in our so ci ety
and be cause of the fear of men, we start this way,

3 1Now there was a Phar i see, a man named Nicodemus who was a mem -
ber of the Jew ish rul ing coun cil. . .

So he was a rec og nized leader. In all the af fairs of the com mu nity, he
would be one you would want to know. This man came to Je sus by night. Why?
Yeah, he was afraid. So strong men can be afraid be cause their rep u ta tion might
be ru ined. Or who knows all the rea sons. Or just be cause he was afraid. 

2 He came to Je sus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could per form the signs you
are do ing if God were not with him.”

That is a true state ment and yet Je sus re bukes him. 
3 Je sus re plied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the King dom of God
un less they are born-again.”

So He is say ing it is n’t just the works. You can not do the works and get in
there. You need to be born-again.  Born-again means you put on the new man in
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wa ter bap tism. The old man is bur ied in the wa ters of bap tism. You know the
doc trine. And the old man stays there! When you come out of the wa ter you are
liv ing in the new, res ur rected life. There is a new man, a new John, a new Bob, a
new Brian, a new Crys tal, a new Pe ter, one that has a des tiny, be ing born-again.

Now you have prob a bly heard this be fore. Most peo ple mis-in ter pret
meta mor pho sis of the cat er pil lar be com ing a but ter fly. The cat er pil lar goes into
the chrys a lis and “magic” hap pens and out co mes the but ter fly. It is a won der ful
il lus tra tion of be ing born-again. How ever it is even more in ter est ing when you
ap proach the sub ject from em bry ol ogy. Be cause you see, in the cat er pil lar there
are two em bryos, one that will be the cat er pil lar it self, and then an other (twin)
that is wait ing to be born-again. When that chrys a lis is formed the cat er pil lar’s
old self dies off. The only thing left is the twin em bryo and it eats all that is there. 
Just like your old man, it is n’t worth much, a lit tle food. That’s it. Then out co -
mes this but ter fly. The but ter fly then never knew what it was like to be a cat er -
pil lar. Is n’t that in ter est ing?

Your new man is so dif fer ent from the old man it does n’t know how to re -
spond to it. That’s why you need to put the old man off, put him away. It’s stuff
that does n’t be long to you any more. You might say, “Oh, it is just my old na -
ture.” Well ex cuse me but your old na ture does n’t ex ist in the mind of the but ter -
fly, your new man. You are called to be a new crea ture in Christ, be ing
born-again.

So that gives you a little better un der stand ing of what it means to be
born-again from an em bry ol o gists point of view. It mat ters not, but Nicodemus
car ried on, saying,

4“How can some one be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked.
“Surely they can not en ter a sec ond time into their mother’s womb to be
born!”

Je sus re bukes him a sec ond time.

5 Je sus an swered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can en ter the King dom of
God un less they are born of wa ter and the Spirit.

Be ing born of wa ter is what? Bap tism in wa ter. Be ing born in the Spirit
means bap tism in the Spirit, be ing drenched, over flow ing, ex hib it ing the gifts
and the fruits of the Spirit. These things are es sen tial to un der stand ing and walk -
ing in the King dom of God. Ev ery one of us here in this room, un der stands that.
We need our check valves rinsed out. We need our dish washer to work again,

6 “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

Why does Je sus say the ob vi ous things?! Have you ever watched a TV
show and they say a line that is too ob vi ous for ev ery body? NCIS, Gibbs says to
his sec ond in com mand, “Don’t for get your gun.” Duh. So why does Je sus say
the ob vi ous? To en cour age us. To strengthen us. Strengthen us so we don’t have
to think about it. 
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I’ve used this il lus tra tion be fore. When you are in a ball field and ev ery -
body is talk ing it up in the in field, “He usu ally goes to you Pe ter on the sec ond
base so be alert. You can do this! You’ve got what you are good at. You can do
this!” Over and over again they are yell ing to me. “Good job. No prob lem.”
Why are they say ing it? To en cour age me! I al ready know this but I need en cour -
age ment. We all need en cour age ment, to en cour age one an other, not just when
we come to Church to wor ship but at ev ery op por tu nity. Not to tear each other
down but to en cour age. It is easy to tear each other down. Agreed? But it is an -
other thing when you want to en cour age some body. You need a lit tle more in -
sight into what their life is about. What is God re ally do ing in their life that you
need and want to en cour age? That means you should be pray ing for them. 

He says, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of
the Spirit is spirit.” An other words the old man can not be the new man and the
new man can not be the old. There is no mix ture of the two. You need to sep a rate
your self from the world, sep a rate your self from the nat u ral per son and be a spir -
i tual per son. That means you can not just think about a prob lem and make it hap -
pen. You need to pray to the Lord and He will give you wis dom in the Holy
Spirit. And, He will be with you.

 7 “You should not be sur prised at my say ing, ‘You must be born-again.’ . .

Here Je sus talks about be ing led by the Spirit. We tend to think that the
Spirit is full of wis dom and is go ing to give us a log i cal plan. Not nec es sar ily.

. . . 8 “The wind blows wher ever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
can not tell where it co mes from or where it is go ing. So it is with ev ery one 
born of the Spirit.”

There is a sense that you are not go ing to be able to fig ure it out. We want
con trol. We want to know what is go ing to hap pen. I do, that is part of what it is
to be a nat u ral man. How ever, there is spir i tual man in here that says, “I want to
shed off and put away just know ing things in the nat u ral way. I want the new cre -
ative Spirit of the Lord within me to come up with a plan that I would never have
thought about, that He would build a city not built with hands.” The Church is
not built by the hands of man. It is built by the Spirit of God. That is our vi sion
here at the Foun tain of Life, that we would have a Church built by the hands of
God not by men. 

Well Nicodemus, still in the nat u ral mode, says,

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

He un der stood it in tel lec tu ally but now he has to say, “Do I re ally agree
with this? How can this be? Is there a log i cal way You can lead me to this?” Je -
sus an swered re buk ing him again al most in sult ingly now for the third time, 

10 “You are Is rael’s teacher,” said Je sus, “and do you not un der stand
these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we
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tes tify to what we have seen, but still you peo ple do not ac cept our tes ti -
mony. 

So, it is in ter est ing that Je sus does n’t care about the logic. He wants you
to know Him per son ally, and the char ac ter of Christ. If you know the char ac ter
of this per son, any thing they say has to be true. “You would have ac cepted and
re ceived our wit ness by just know ing Me the King of Kings and Lord of Lords,
not if I make log i cal sense.” Would n’t it be nice if peo ple came to the Lord not
be cause of what they are go ing to get from Him but be cause He is just Lord of
Lords.

12 “I have spo ken to you of earthly things and you do not be lieve; how
then will you be lieve if I speak of heav enly things?

Earthly things would be born-again? What is He talk ing about? Earthly
things? The wind? He’s giv ing Nicodemus ideas but now He is go ing to give
him some thing dif fer ent al to gether, the heav enly things. Here’s the truth, the
true truth un var nished.

13 “No one has ever gone into heaven ex cept the one who came from
heaven—the Son of Man.

Je sus, the eter nal Je sus, here on the earth as a man, is speak ing as the eter -
nal Je sus who is in heaven and can step through time. “If you want to talk about
heav enly things, Nicodemus, do you think you can un der stand that one?!” I
don’t know of too many theo lo gians who will even ap proach that verse. How
can Je sus do that ex cept as be ing the ex act rep re sen ta tion of the Fa ther. “I am.”
Then, go ing back to what we should be fo cused on, He says,

14 “Just as Mo ses lifted up the snake in the wil der ness, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, 15 that ev ery one who be lieves may have eter nal life in
Him.”

This is in ref er ence to the Old Tes ta ment when peo ple would be bit ten by
a snake in the desert, the Lord told Mo ses to lift up this pole with the snake on it.
When the peo ple gazed on it they would re cover. This changed their fo cus from
be ing bit ten to be ing healed. The Son of Man is the same way for you. You can -
not look to the world for your sal va tion, you can not look to your logic and your
own un der stand ing. You need to be fo cused on the Lord Je sus Christ Him self,
the cen ter. He is the only One who can save you in your cir cum stance, no ma ter
how com plex., no mat ter how unique and dif fer ent it may be. No mat ter how
hurt ful and pain ful it may seem to you, Je sus is still the only an swer. Amen.

As you be lieve in Him you shall not per ish but have eter nal life. What a
won der ful thing. We want eter nal life af ter we die but it is also the eter nal life
here and now. We have this eter nal life res i dent within us that will re fuse to die.
You see Sa tan would like you to die now, nevermind when you die in the flesh.
He would like you to die now. When it co mes to you and the cir cum stances and
the trick ery of men, in any way he co mes to you, he speaks, “You need to die.
There is no hope for you. There is no sal va tion for you.” But you will say, “Oh

76



yeah, there is by the way.” A smile co mes to my face, “Oh yeah, I don’t care
what you are say ing. I’m fo cused on my Lord Je sus Christ, King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.” 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
who ever be lieves (re lies, trusts, focuses) on Him shall not per ish but have 
eter nal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to con demn
the world, but to save the world through Him.

Is n’t that in ter est ing? These are no lon ger the worldly things Je sus is talk -
ing to Nicodemus about. He is talk ing now about things that one can not pos si bly 
hope to un der stand un less you have the Holy Spirit within. 

I thought that Je sus was sent into the world to con demn the world, to
make a dif fer ence. This is the world and this is not the world. This is the flesh
and this is the Spirit. That’s not re ally what He is talk ing about here. He is say ing 
that there is some thing else out there that is do ing the work of condemning. It
does n’t mean it is from God. 

18 Who ever be lieves in Him (Je sus) is not con demned, but who ever does
not be lieve stands con demned al ready be cause they have not be lieved in
the name of God’s one and only Son. 

Je sus Christ, King of Kings, Lord of Lords. The con dem na tion is not be -
liev ing in Him. How can you be lieve in some thing that you don’t un der stand
and don’t have a log i cal se quence to get to it? The only way is through the Holy
Spirit. 

And so, when you evan ge lize you pray for those that you are evan ge liz -
ing so that the Holy Spirit will stir them up, turn over the soil of their heart. That
some how they can break through all this logic and non sense of this world and
you can say, “You know, the cross can save you! Some one dy ing on the cross can 
de liver you from all your sin. Some one on that cross can change you from this
world to the King dom of God.” So he who does n’t be lieve is con demned al -
ready. This is the con dem na tion.

Now here is an in ter est ing verse be cause it out lines for us how we might
judge, if we should at all. It says,

19 This is the ver dict: Light has come into the world, but peo ple loved
dark ness in stead of light . . .

Now why would any body do that? When I come into the kitchen in the
morn ing, the room is dimly lit by the win dows, so I turn on all of the lights. I
could re ally see with out them. There is enough light to see by but I want
LIGHT! This is morn ing. I want to be awake! There is some thing I love about
light. Amen. Well in this case they loved dark ness but here is the rea son, 

. . . be cause their deeds were evil. 
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When you have some thing to hide you don’t want to come into the light
to have it ex posed. That is the mo dus ope randi of the world. So many peo ple and 
pol i ti cians are gov erned by that rather than the Spirit of the Liv ing God. 

20 Ev ery one who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light
for fear that their deeds will be ex posed.

Here is a dif fer ent con duct for you,

21 But who ever lives by the truth co mes into the light, so that it may be
seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.

I have been in sit u a tions and meet ings in which the ac cuser of the breth -
ren has come and said to me, “Pe ter, you did n’t do this cor rectly. You could have
done that better.” I could have hid den my self by say ing, “Well I don’t know.
Maybe you are right; I could have done it better.” How ever there are some
things that I know are not that but are true and pure. If you know that they are
true and pure then you need to make it known, So you come into the light and
say, “Oh, I am sorry. You are ab so lutely one hun dred per cent in cor rect. I am
glad I don’t have you as a friend be cause I don’t want friends who come around
and con demn me like that.” 

Maybe you have never been there? But, if you have sib lings you prob a bly 
went through this more than once. Peo ple ac cuse you of things you did n’t do. So 
God is say ing to turn away from the evil things of this world. You are go ing to
come into a place of pu rity. You aren’t go ing to be per fect right away but that’s
your goal. That’s your pur pose. That’s what you want. That’s what God is do ing
in you, mak ing you into and form ing the char ac ter of Christ in you. He has
placed in you the “hope of glory.” We’re not go ing to hide that. We aren’t go ing
to hide that from the en emy when he co mes into the room ei ther. I know how to
re spond, “Evil is evil and Good is good.” 

In ter est ingly this week, our pres i dent, Don ald Trump, came into a
Church for prayer. Later on the pas tor apol o gized to some dis grun tled per sons
for hav ing done so. Let me tell you some thing. If our gov er nor Mario Cuomo
came into this Church, I’d pray for him and ask you to pray with me, irregardless 
of any evil he might have done. If he’s ask ing for prayer we are not go ing to
with hold it from him or any one. That is be cause we are a Church that does n’t
con demn the world. We show the love of God. God will sort it out. 

We need to be peo ple of truth, peo ple who are rooted and fun da men tally
not shaken by the winds of doc trine, by the things of this world, be cause of these 
words that are writ ten in John chap ter three. These are all won der ful, an cient
words for us that we em brace to tally and com pletely. We know them so well we
of ten don’t re ally “hear” them any more. They out line for us what the King dom
of God is and its en trance. They out line for us what it means to be born-again.
We use that word so much we might not un der stand it. It out lines for us what it
means to walk in the Spirit, that wind, the cre ative breath of God. It out lines for
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us that we need to keep Christ cen tral in our lives. It out lines for us that we are in
a per verse gen er a tion and we need to walk away from it, be ing chil dren of God.

It out lines for us that we need a dif fer ent stan dard of con duct. And lastly,
as Je sus is well aware, it tells us that noth ing can hap pen out side of the will of
God. In Je sus’ life, He may have had a choice in the gar den. But He did n’t have a 
choice. “Nev er the less, not My will but Yours be done.” He un der stood that no
mat ter how He felt about the cir cum stances, or how deep the hurt that was in His 
heart in that cir cum stance, or what dis ease, no mat ter what pro cess, that there
was some thing that was in the love of God that could not be bro ken or shaken.
Amen.

Now the song I’m go ing to play by Hil lary Scott and fam ily, a coun try
singer, starts out, “I am so con fused.” Have some of you ever come to that
place? Yeah. And how of ten! Well she makes a state ment from that point of
view. “I’m so con fused. I’m hurt. I don’t know too much more than that.” But
she does know one thing that God the Fa ther’s will be done. And she asks for it
just like the Lord taught us to pray. So I would ask us to lis ten to this song and
drink it in. 

The Faith of a Con fused Be liever:
Hil lary Scott and Family

I’m so con fused 
I know I heard You loud and clear
[The pro phetic voice of God in Prayer.]
So, I fol lowed You 
Some how I ended up here
I don’t wanna think 
I may never un der stand
That my bro ken heart is a part of Your plan
When I try to pray 
All I’ve got is hurt and these four words
Thy will be done
Thy will be done
Thy will be done
I know You’re good
But this don’t feel good right now
And I know You think
Of things I could never think about
It’s hard to count it all joy
Dis tracted by the noise
Just try ing to make sense
Of all Your prom ises
Some times I gotta stop
Re mem ber that You’re God
And I am not
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So
Thy will be done
Thy will be done 
Thy will be done 

Like a child on my knees all that co mes to me is
Thy will be done
Thy will be done
Thy will be done

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAmh3yvmzXs)
____________________________________________

Well thank You, Lord Je sus. If you are in that place or have been, you
know and un der stand what she is sing ing. I love the idea that she un der stands
the pro phetic na ture of a re la tion ship with God. God is talk ing to her. “I hear
You, Lord, I just want to dis cern You cor rectly. It looks like a mis take to me
though. Why am I hurt ing?” And then she co mes to the Lord. We all need to do
that. So,

Fa ther, we thank You this day. You have brought ev ery one of us through
cir cum stances in our life that were hurt ful. And yet, Your lovingkindness
is there for us. Now we em brace it. We hold on dearly. And You would
have us to walk on wa ter again for sure. Thank You, Lord Je sus. Amen.
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